
he past few months have 
been politically 
tumultuous for the City’s 
elected ofcials, with a 

newly-passed civic 
budget encountering harsh 
economic realities, a police 
service facing accusations of 
systemic racism in its 
interactions with minority and 
marginalized communities, and 

calls to change the colonially-
inspired names of some of 
Winnipeg’s public buildings and 
streets. In an interview with 
the Wolseley Leaf, Councillor 
Cindy Gilroy discussed how she 
hopes the City will respond to 
these issues in the coming 
months.

Back in March, Gilroy and 
other members of City Council 

passed a multi-year budget to 
provide longer-term nancial 
planning than annual civic 
budgets typically offer. The 
economic downturn caused by 
COVID-19 has already upset the 
budget’s revenue forecasts, 
however, which rely primarily on 
property taxes that will likely not Ruth Swan ordered Black Lives Matter signs and sold them to 

her neighbours on Dundurn Place.

Let us bring your groceries to you! 
Call before 11am for Same Day Delivery 204-772-1250 

We are here for you. We are open during construction! 
Check out our new E-market to order online.
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Bring us your used oil - we use it to heat our shop
 nation-wide warranty

Friendly service “super customer oriented”

“Drop in to meet our mechanics. We extend the 
life of  your vehicle. We take pride in our work”

Locally owned and operated by Marco Palumbo, with a 

Celebrating 10 years in business in Wolseley!
Come see us at the corner of  Aubrey and Portage:

Bring us your used oil - we use it to heat our shop
Locally owned and operated by Marco Palumbo, with a nation-wide warranty

Friendly service “super customer oriented”

“Drop in to meet our mechanics. We extend the 
life of  your vehicle. We take pride in our work”

Celebrating 10 years in business in Wolseley!
Come see us at the corner of  Lipton and Portage:



Selling Wolseley, West Broadway and Winnipeg's 
West End for 25 Years.
"Alternatively yours"

Chris Krawchenko
Phone 204-291-1110
krawshaw@mts.net
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be paid to the extent that was 
anticipated prior to the 
pandemic. Gilroy acknowledged 
that operating within the 
budget’s parameters will require 
“difcult, hard times” in the 
coming months, and said that, if 
necessary, she would be open to 
discussions on property tax 
increases to ensure that city 
services are properly funded. 
However, she continued, the 
City’s response to the pandemic 
is hampered by a lack of clarity 
from the provincial and the 
federal governments regarding 
the extent to which they will 
provide further economic 
assistance. “We’re just not seeing 
the level of transfer from other 
levels of government to support 
municipalities,” she said. “If 
there isn’t that support from 
other levels of government, we 
have to look at other 
mechanisms that we have, and 
that includes our own property 
taxes.”

This often poor working 
relationship between the City 
and Province has also hindered 
its ability to respond to growing 
calls to defund the Winnipeg 
Police Service (WPS), Gilroy 
suggested. Typically, advocates 
for police defunding demand that 
at least some of the police’s 
budget be redistributed to social 
support infrastructure — and, in 
particular, social and mental 
health workers, who are usually 
better equipped to respond to 
many situations. The City’s 
problem, according to Gilroy, is 
that social services and workers 
usually fall under provincial 

jurisdiction. And, because 
Pallister’s government has 
shown a general unwillingness to 
increase the size of government 
operations since taking ofce, it 
is difcult to imagine how any 
straightforward “funding 
transfer” from the WPS to 
provincially-operated social 
services would be undertaken. 
Gilroy also suggested that recent 
provincial actions are actively 
worsening the state of policing in 
Winnipeg: “especially during 
COVID-19, all I’m seeing is a 
download of social services to 
the City of Winnipeg that are not 
our responsibility, and asking us 
to do more, when the provincial 
government is not doing what it 
needs to do.”

Even though the City’s 
relationship with the Province 
makes proposals for police 
funding redistribution difcult to 
pursue, Gilroy said that various 
procedural reforms should still 
be made to the WPS. In fact, she 
suggested that pursuing reforms 
and increasing investments in 
social infrastructure were more 
worthwhile than trying to reduce 
the level of policing in 
Winnipeg. “We can always look 
at the police force and ask ‘do 
we need as many as we have?’ 
and we can have those 
conversations, but I think that 
depleting some of the police 
force isn’t necessarily stopping 
what I think people are saying 
here,” she said. “They’re saying 
‘let’s look at this procedurally. 
Let’s make sure that we’re 
investing in social programming, 
mental health, and poverty 

reduction strategies,’ because, at 
the end of the day, these all are 
causing some of the impacts that 
we’re seeing here in the 
community.”

Yet jurisdictional ambiguity 
over the WPS remains even in 
questions of reform, because the 
main body that provides 
oversight to the WPS — the 
Winnipeg Police Board — 
is comprised of members 
appointed by both the City and 
the Province. Because Gilroy is 
not a current appointee to the 
Board, she said, she has no 
ofcial oversight role for the 
WPS. In fact, when asked 
whether, as a councillor, she has 
more responsibility over police 
conduct than any other citizen, 
she responded: “at times, I don’t 
feel like I do… [and] I think this 
is an opportunity to improve that. 
If I don’t, as a councillor, feel 
that I can really talk openly 
about the concerns I have, then 
how am I expecting our citizens 
to be able to?”

Gilroy says she was happy 
to hear discussions about 
renaming Wolseley School and 
Avenue — which are named 
after the British general whose 
military expedition to Manitoba 
ended Louis Riel’s provisional 
government — noting that she 
was unaware that the name 
“Wolseley” had colonial 
connotations before the calls 
were made. She also said that 
she is excited for her new role as 
chairperson of the City’s 
property and development 
committee, to which she was 
appointed by Bowman after a 
recent council shufe.
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Winnipeg Centre

892 Sargent Avenue
Phone:  204-984-1675

Leah.Gazan@parl.gc.ca

Putting Community
at the Centre 

Bev Peters (top right) says cycling 
keeps you young!
New cycling routes are well marked to accommodate cyclists 
and pedestrians, (centre and photo below) but take some getting 
used to. Give yourself time to explore new routes.



Your family friendly bakery

Wolseley bakery hours

Pre-paid pick-up & delivery
service continues

Now openMondays!

Families are welcome!



The 1919 Winnipeg General 
Strike – Brookside Cemetery 

Walking Tour was a 2019 
commemorative project on the 
centenary of the general strike.

The guided tour takes about two 
hours and participants will meet 

15 citizens connected to the 
general strike, still the seminal 

event in Canadian labour history.
Plans for this year include the 

following dates:

• Sunday, June 28th, 2020 
• Sunday, July 26th, 2020
• Sunday, August 30th, 2020

Participants must pre-register 
prior to the above scheduled 

dates by contacting Paul Moist 
at paulmoist@gmail.com

(204) 793 7285.

1919 
Winnipeg General Strike 
Brookside Cemetery 

Walking Tour

All tours start at 12pm noon.

BOILERS! Contact Us:

204-632-7644
info@howellmechanical.com
www.howellmechanical.com

New & Old; Hot Water & Steam
Experienced Service Techs
Service/Repair/Replacement

Corn for a Cause
Order fresh locally grown sweet 
corn from Friends of Refuge and 

support First Unitarian 
Universalist Church of Winnipeg 

refugee sponsorship program.
 $10/dozen, $6/half-dozen.  

 Harvest will start the last week of August.  
Contact: friendsofrefuge@gmail.com

Happy 
Gardening



Call (204) 260-6861 to list your event or e-mail calendar@wolseleyleaf.ca

for your fridge

Winnipeg's 
Organic 

Chemical-free 
Painting 
company.

Free estimate
 

204-475-5990

Featuring the 
Allback Linseed 

Oil System.

Once In A Lifetime 
Painting

  YoungUnitedChurch
Furby @ Broadway

An affirming congregation

Young United will not be holding in-
house services until about Sept 20. 

Wednesday service of blessing 
resumes July 29, 9 PM on Facebook.

We are posting daily reflections 
& Sunday services on our 

Facebook page & on our web site  
(youngunitedchurch.com)



586 Broadway

(204) 779-5741

Dispute Resolution

Criminal • Civil • Family

Send your letters to:   
The Leaf Letters, 
152 Walnut Street.   
Winnipeg, MB     R3G 
1P1 
or to        
info@wolseleyleaf.ca

Outpouring of love for Gordon Bell teacher 

I cried while reading your article on Kelly Reimer of 
Gordon Bell school. I don’t have a school-age child yet, but I 
will soon, and I hope he will have teachers like Mr. Reimer.

I feel like Gordon Bell has seen an absolute revitalization 
in my lifetime, and I hear so many good things about what they 
are doing there. I’m sure this is largely on account of teachers 
who understand student’s realities, and embrace different 
cultures, learning styles, identities...

Thank-you for writing this story & shedding light on the 
unsung heroes :)

Rebecca Ford

to the 








